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It Happened in 2004 


For years the little 
building stood vacant on 
Longstreet Lane atthe end ~~ 
of Vicksburg Road and near © 
Mineral Spring Road. | ™% 
There was a lot of 
speculation about what it 4 
might have been. Perhaps it = 
was a Store, perhaps a post | | 
office, perhaps a school. 
The interior was certainly 
finer than one might have 
expected in a country store. 
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The descendants of Dr. 
Robert C. Everett have 
always known the building | 
as Dr. Everett’s medical 
office. Robert Everett =e 
(1832-1887), son of Seth ™ 
and Elizabeth Copeland 
Everett, grew up in the Holy Neck section of Nansemond County. 
He was locally educated — perhaps at Holy Neck Seminary or 
School. He attended the University of Virginia at first but the 
University had no medical school so he went to the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine and graduated with their first 
class in the 1850’s. An Everett descendant, Esta Everett Kincaid, 
has his undated diploma from the medical school. 


Dr. Everett and his first wife, Mary Anna Everett (1841-1866) 
were living with Mrs. Everett’s sister, Martha, and her husband, 
James Rawls Jones, at the time of the 1860 census. A c.1862 map 
_ of the area shows the Everett property at the northwest corner of 
the intersection of present day Longstreet Lane and Vicksburg 
Road. A building is indicated across the road where the little house 
in question stood until last summer. It is certainly possible this 
handsome, well-built little structure was Dr. Everett’s office. It is 
also possible, one supposes, that Dr. Everett handed out mail from 
the little house when he was Holy Neck postmaster from 1878 - 
1887. In fact, the agreeable little building possibly could have, at 
one time or another served all the uses that have been ascribed to 
it. Over time, however, it was abandoned. 


Meanwhile in Suffolk, there was a somewhat similar building 
being used on Main Street. In 1862 — 1863, Union troops held 
Suffolk and the Union General Peck had his headquarters at the 


A New Life for an Old Buildin 
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= Riddick house. In 1863, a 
drawing appeared in 
Harper’s showing that 


; > part of Main Street. We 


® see Riddick’s Folly (as it 
™ is known to us) and alittle 
- office on the south side of 
=~ the house. That office was, 
- by tradition, Nathaniel 
"  Riddick’s law office. It is 
-unclear when that little 
building was lost. 


, About two years ago 
someone realized the 
similarity of the scale of 
— _ the two buildings — the lost 
| law office and the former 


Seeeee = doctor’s office — and a 





~~ plan was made to replace 
the lost one with the 


abandoned one. The little building at Holy Neck appears to have 
been built in the first half of the nineteenth century. Though its 
exterior is not exactly like that of the lost law office, its interior 


makes it a very suitable match 
for Riddick’s Folly. 


Our readers might have 
encountered the house on the 
move in June of 2004. It 
arrived at its new home 
without incident and was 
placed on a new foundation. 
The exterior has been painted 
and a new chimney has been 
built. The Riddick’s Folly 


board will renovate the interior Ee 


of the building when a fund 
raising campaign is 
successfully completed. 


Information thanks to 
George Everett and Bobby 
Jones. 
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t (1832-1887) is 
an ancestor of several members of 
SNHS 


O 






Spring Will Come! 





Susan Garrett and Sally Herbert invite willing gardeners or wanna-be gardeners 
to come to the Dawson House on Thursday March 3 at 10:30 a.m. Come rain or 
shine to see the garden, makes some plans, and have refreshments. Maybe a little 
work can be done that day if the sun is shining. Can’t come during the week but 


you're willing to work? Call 539-2781 and tell us. 


Bunting. 


The New Look is the Old Look 


For the benefit of our numerous out-of-town members, we’re 
happy to report that for the FIRST time in nearly a half a century, 
SSRN a eae the exterior of the 
old Nansemond 
County Courthouse 
looks much the way 
it must have looked 
150 years ago. The 
c.1960 addition was 
removed during the 
latter part of 2004. 
The school board 
office, formerly 
housed in_ the 
addition, now occupies the old American Bank Building at the 
corner of Main and East Washington Streets. 





The Courthouse in a c. 1907 postcard 


If one looks back at old SNHS newsletters from the late 
1990’s, there is much discussion of our new home-to-be at the 
old Courthouse. We were excited with the idea but never had a 
long-term agreement with our 
potential landlord, the City of 
Suffolk. When the Dawson 
House was offered to us, the 
SNHS board determined that we 
should abandon our Courthouse 
plan and go to the Dawson 
House. We await news from the 
City as to plans for the 
Courthouse building. Currently, 
it is unoccupied since the 
removal of the rear section also 
removed all electric service, === >a eee 
heating and cooling, and The American Bank building, 


finite fth ; after being vacant for years, 
plumbing. None of thatmarsits ow Jooks much as it did in this 


handsome appearance as it ¢, 1950 photo thanks to 
stands proudly on the hill developer Buddy Gadams. 


overlooking the River. 
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At right, the Project Team undertook to remove paint from two tile fireplace surrounds at the 
Dawson House last summer — (back to front) Jane Perry, Lyn Bunting, Hazel White, & Sandra 
























On a Grand Scale 


One of many kind gifts to us 
was a mirror given in November _ 
by Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Young. 
The large mirror is believed to 
have been used in the White House 
originally. For decades this mirror 
and another similar one hung at the 
Holland house on Bank Street. 


Col. E. E. Holland was 
famous for never having lost an 
election of any kind. Holland was 
given the honorary title of Colonel 
by Governor A. J. Montague when 
he (Mr. Holland) served on the 
governor’s staff in 1902. From 
1911 to 1921 Col. Holland served 
in the United States House of Representatives. During that time, 
according to oral history, President and Mrs. Woodrow Wilson were 
having the White House refurbished and gave away some out-of- 
fashion pieces like the two huge mirrors. Col. Holland brought the 
mirrors home and hung them. They stayed in the house after it was 
sold to the Elks Club in 1940, later becoming an apartment house in 
the 1960’s. 


The large mirror (more than 5 feet 
tall) is shown in the Dawson House 
dining room. 


One of the two mirrors 
disappeared from the house a 
year or so ago and the current 
owners (the Youngs) removed 
the remaining one _ for 
safekeeping. The mirror now 
graces the Dawson House 
dining room. Its improved 
appearance is thanks to Lee 
King. The massive piece was 
hung in the Dawson House by 
John Harrell and helpers from 
Suffolk Iron Works. 





The Holland House at 216 Bank Street 


Contributions since 
last listed: 


SPECIAL GIFTS 


Dawson House Project 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Lee Cross, III 
Richard L. Cupp, Main St. Antiques 
Patricia S. Howell 
In honor of Tommy & Cheryl O’ Connor 
Given by Mr. & Mrs. James E. Gordon 
Ed & Peggy Simmer 
Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Spain 


Train Station Project 
Woman’s Club of Suffolk, Inc. 


MEMORIALS 


Memory of Hazel C. Felton 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Barlow 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Lee Cross, II 
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Duggan & family 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. McLemore, III 





C. 1862 map indicating Dr. Everett's Home and the ailing that has been moved to Riddick’s 
Folly. 


Holy Neck Postmasters Aline HO; Connor 
Tommy, Cheryl, & Sadie O’Connor 
Jethro S. Hazlett (a storekeeper) 1850 — c.1865 Pam & Peter Pruden 


(Service was suspended during the war) Mr. & Mrs. Joe N. Webb 


Train Station 
In Memory of Hazel C. Felton 
James Byrd — 1878 Mr. & Mrs. James E. Gordon 


Rev. Cornelius Alfred Apple (minister of Holy Neck Church) 1872 — 1878 





Dr. Robert Everett — 1878 — 1887 the post office was closed in 1887. 
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The Riddick House and the adjacent law offices are shown left above in an 1863 lithograph. At right above is the Riddick’s Folly House Museum with 
the addition of the small building similar in size to the building that once stood there. Copies of the 14.5” X 20” 1863 lithograph (which shows the 
Riddick house and several nearby buildings as well as the 11" Pennsylvania Cavalry Camp) are available at the Suffolk Seaboard Station Railroad 
Museum. 


Remembering Tour 2004 
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The biggest step undertaken by SNHS in several years was our 
acceptance of the gift of the Dawson House and its neighbor, the 
McKay House. SNHS members and friends have worked (and 
played) here since early spring of 2004. The house has received all 
kinds of volunteer assistance from a long list of people who’ ve also 
had some fun. The historic structure survey, which we expected 
last summer, has just been completed. More news on that will come 
later. 





The 2004 Candlelight Tour, which featured the Dawson House, «4 
was no larger than usual in number of tour guests but because of ae ert 
our multitude of special events, it made more money than any other - ~~ gig aaa Pa = poe 5 te Sa ie ome 
Candlelight Tour to date. Thanks to the following for their 7 gs | het 
participation — 





Dawson Wie - Jan. 1966 
Homeowners — Mr. and Mrs. Allyn Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Lance Carmine & Mr. and Mrs. John Faircloth. 


The Preview Party - Cooks - Mary Hart Darden, Pearl Harrell, Carol Lynn Shotton, Joyce Trump, Carol Frohman, Lynnette Park, 
and Betty Ellison; Libations sponsors — Jeff and Scherry Johnson, John and Cleta Norcross, Jack and Peggy Byrd, Lydia and Bill 
Hevener, Kathryn and Waylon Pond. 


The Barbeque Team - Michael Babb, chairman, Thomas Woodward III, Sadie O’Connor & Ginnie Stulb. 


Decorating Chairmen — Nita Bagnell and Mary Lawrence Harrell and their many assistants - Dawson House; Bonnie Speight and 
Debbie Chappell — Snyder House; Karen Grogan and friend — Jones Carmine House; and Virginia Dare Fisher and helpers — Pinner 
Faircloth House. 


Hostess Chairmen — Fan Panton, Connie Happel, Pat House, Toni Reynolds, Kay Hurley, Brenda Wallace and Gin Beatty and a host 
of hosts and hostesses. 


The Sugar Plum Kitchen — Nancy Webb, chairman, Dana Richardson, the telephone crew, the many bakers, and Tommy O'Connor, 
the peanut man. Musicians — harpist Mary Margaret Jones, pianist Susan Rawls, bagpipe 
Joe Delendeck; Artists — Shelly Walker for the silent auction painting and Barbara West 
for the tour booklet drawings. 












Publicity — Cindy Manno and our sponsors, Tickets — Shooting Star Gallery (ticket 
design by Cindy Manno). 


Christmas Trees — Suffolk Jaycees, Suffolk Elks Lodge, Obici Hospital, Riddick’s 
Folly, Suffolk Art League, and Suffolk Seaboard Station Railroad Museum. Special displays 
— Fine Threads and Fine Linens, Southern Interiors, Main Street a Bie Tree 
Antiques & the dollhouse ap 
owners. 


Courtesy shuttle — Harry 
Cross, Cross Realty. 
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Quality Cleaners, The 
Suffolk Police Department, 
Suffolk Public Works 
Department, and a long list of 
volunteer cleaners and 
repairmen. Thank you! 
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Photos courtesy Steve : agi i ee TS _ eas 
Jackson, Sandra Leggett “The Cottage”, aka the Pinner Faircloth House featured Mary Margaret Jones, : Boe seroma both 
Wilson and Bill Gardner. beautiful furnishings and paintings, many pieces having been days of tour in the room where she studied piano 

restored by the talented homeowner. for many years. In the foreground is the 
tablescape done by the Constantia Chapte DAR. 
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The Jones-Carmine House — Lisa and Harry Cross Joyce Trump, one of the cooks Hostess Bert Poulson enjoys the parlor of the Widow 
ready for guests. greet friends at the for the preview party, admires Snyder House. 


preview party at the the Art League tree. 
Dawson House. 


There are some tour booklets still available (we gave them to ticket buyers this year). They contain history of the neighborhood and the French Second 
Empire style. They are available at the train station gift shop for $ .50 (while supplies last). They can be mailed for an additional $ .50. 


Note: Contrary to the newspaper report, we do not own Dr. Dawson’s desk and did not offer it for sale. 


Oh Christmas Tree! 


In November, the approximately 70 foot Virginia grown National Christmas Tree stopped in Suffolk at the train station as part of a 
34-city tour through Virginia on its way to the nation’s capitol. This is the first time Virginia has been asked to provide the national tree. 


The huge tree and its Virginia Forestry Service entourage — including a security team and 
Smokey the Bear — arrived late. Waiting was a crowd of excited spectators of all ages as well as 
numerous young musicians who were on hand to start the Christmas season in a festive way. 













The cab of the truck, which was really quite beautiful, listed the eight Virginia presidents. 
The logos on the tree cover named sponsoring cities, agencies, and businesses from across the 
Commonwealth. Also going to Washington were dozens of smaller trees from across Virginia to 
be distributed among the various government buildings in Washington. 


By the way, according to The Virginian Pilot report the tree weighed 7,900 pounds and was 
79 years old. After helping our Capitol celebrate the season, it was to be turned into mulch to be 
used on the grounds of public buildings in Washington. 








2 ed SE bes ee i BE =: 
Bank of Whaleyville c. 1907 
In May, the community of Whaleyville celebrated its first Whaleyville Day and in 
November 2004, the first Whaleyville History Day was held. Whaleyville Day for 2005 
will be held on May 7 at the old Whaleyville High School site. 








Plan to Attend 


Civil War Weekend 2005 


April 9 & 10 at the Train Station, Riddick’s Folly, the Prentis House and along 
_ Prentis Street. See our April exhibit at the Station 


**Remembering the War” 





tS 


> Yo 2. 
a aS + ye 
4 a st rot : 3 


eet . 





= ot ie x aie soe 

On Memorial Day weekend 2004, the Tom Smith Camp, Sons of Confederate Veterans, had a beautiful 
ceremony to unveil the recently refurbished Baker lot at Cedar Hill Cemetery. Many of General 
Laurence Baker's descendants from various parts of the country were in attendance. 
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Drawing by S. Pruitt 











The last two buildings at 
College Court were 
completed in 2004. Thanks 
to Garcia Development, LLC. 


Thanks to Mickey Garcia of Garcia 


Development, LLC for boarding up the 
windows at the McKay House. 


Winslow Homer: 
Civil War 
Correspondent in 
Virginia 

Join the Suffolk Art League and SNHS 
on Friday, April 8 at 7:30 p.m. at Suffolk 
Museum to hear Dr. Elizabeth O’ Leary, 
Associate Curator American Art at the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts as she talks 


about Winslow Homer in Virginia during 
the war. 


At the outbreak of the American Civil 
War, Winslow Homer was a twenty-four 
year old freelance illustrator who worked 
for such publications as Harper’s Weekly. 
On assignment as an artist/correspondent 
to that New York newsmagazine, Homer 
journeyed to Virginia with Federal Troops. 
This lecture follows the young artist to the 
front and explores his written and visual 
responses to war during the Yorktown and 
Petersburg campaigns. This program has 
been organized by the Office of Statewide 
Partnerships of the VMFA, Richmond, and 
is supported by the Paul Mellon 
Endowment. The lecture is free. Light 
refreshments will be served. 
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Downtown Makes 
Strides 


Three new eating and drinking 
establishments and an antique shop joined the 
other businesses in the 100 block of N. Main 
Street in 2004. Sometimes now we’re almost 
reminded of the bustling downtown of 
yesteryear shown in the c.1940 photo above. 
Through the trees on the left we see the 
Cavalier Theater (one of three in the block) 
and, beyond that, the towers of the City Hall/ 
City Market. This was, of course, decades 
before the construction of the Main Street 
overpass. Good eyes might see the strings 
of colored lights across the street, which 
means it was the Christmas season. 


Thanks to our 2004 Corporate Members 


FRIEND 
Birdsong Peanuts, A Div. of 
Birdsong Corporation 


PATRON 
BB&T 
Farmers Bank 
O’Connor & Co., Inc. 


CONTRIBUTING 
The Blair Bros., Inc. 
Duke Automotive Corp. 

J. Walter Hosier & Son, Inc. 





Joseph P. Hall Drugstore 
1837-2004 


This closing ended a long history in downtown Suffolk. 


See our February 2001 newsletter for more information (available at the 


Train Station) 





Top picture: Meredith Gersbach, Tiffany 
Buckley, Amanda Jones, & Catherine 


Panagopulos taking a break from yard 
work. 


Bottom picture: Darcy Crain, Meredith 
Gersbach and Ben Parmenter weeding at 
the Dawson House. 





Katy Bagley 

Chris Beacham 
Tiffany Buckley 
Andy Bunch 
Darcy Crain 
Natalie Cutchin 
Melody Esmaili 
Jonathan Floyd 
Frank George 
Meredith Gersbach 
Holly Anne Hillard 
Dani Howell 
David Hughey 
Lindsay Jarman 
Amanda Jones 
Caroline Kirk 
Eleanor Kirk 


Cees) 


The 10" annual Marion Joyner Watson History Award given 
by the Tom Smith Camp, Sons of Confederate Veterans was 
presented to Sue Woodward in November 2004. Marion was 
driving force for SNHS from the Society’s organization in 1966 
until her death in 1996. 


2004-2005 
Student Members 


Harrison Nelms 
Matt Norman 


Catherine Panagopulos 


Ben Parmenter 
Martin Saunders 
Aaron Schaubach 
Carrie Shepheard 
Rixey Smith 

Eileen Sullivan 
Hannah Trostle 
Danielle Waller 
Heather Walton 
Bobby Writtenberry 
Katie Writtenberry 
Amallie Zahralddin 
Rachel Zetts 








Kay Goldberg, Sponsor NSA Student 
Historical Society 


Plan To Attend Our Annual 


Members Covered Dish Supper 
on Monday, March 14, 2005 
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Left to right: Leroy Bennett, Calvin Jones, Ruby Walden, Steve Herbert, 
Larkin Brown, Chris Jones, Bobby Ralph, Don Adams, Betsy Brothers, 
Mike Ashe, Barbara McPhail, Charles Brown, Buddy Gadams, Peter 


Pruden. Photo courtesy of Eric Brooks. 


Groundbreaking 2004 


The Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts groundbreaking occurred 
in October at the former Suffolk High School building. Former 
SNHS president, Betsy Brothers, executive director for the cultural 
center project, says they hope to be ready for business early in 2006. 





Useful Addresses and Phone 
Numbers 


Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
2: © Box 1255 
Suffolk, VA 23439-1255 
Dawson House: (7157) 539-2781 
Train Station: (757) 923-4756; (757) 923-4751 fax 
snhs @exis.net 


Other organizations with which we’re sometimes confused: 
Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts 
P. O. Box 147 
Suffolk, VA 23439-0147 
(757) 923-0003 


Riddick’s Folly 
P.©: Box 1722 
Suffolk, VA 23439-1722 
(757) 934-1390 


Visitor Center (Prentis House) 
321 N. Main Street 
Suffolk, VA 23434 

(757) 923-3880; (757) 923-3882 fax 
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t the Everett Cemetery 
on Longstreet Lane 





